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[57] ABSTRACT 

Data processing apparatus comprising: a processor core 
having means for executing successive program instruction 
words of a predetermined plurality of instruction sets; a data 
memory for storing program instruction words to be 
executed; a program counter register for indicating the 
address of a next program instruction word in the data 
memory; means for modifying the contents of the program 
counter register in response to a current program instruction 
word; and control means, responsive to one or more prede- 
termined indicator bits of the program counter register, for 
controlling the processor core to execute program instruc- 
tion words of a current instruction set selected from the 
predetermined plurality of instruction sets and specified by 
the state of the one or more indicator bits of the program 
counter register. 
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